
Teresa Kennedy Summer 2014 Fieldwork 

in Chile 
I spent this past summer examining the concept of indigenous identity in Chile among 

the Mapuche population. Because the idea of what it means to be "Mapuche" is very 

fluid, I was able to gather a fascinating array of responses from a broad variety of 

individuals, linking their indigenous identity from everything to their surname to the 

rituals a spouse attended. The research was fascinating, and gave me a very unusual, 

yet highly relevant, lens through which I am able to view Chile. 

               

 

 

 

 

        



Summer 2014 Fieldwork: Victoria Sluka 
This summer I worked on several excavations in Olduvai Gorge, Tanzania, under a 

multi-national research project aimed at understanding the transition between Olduwan 

and Acheulean tool technologies, and how changes in 

environment and hominin biology may have affected it. 

We were able to participate in every aspect of the 

research, from surveying and excavation to conservation, 

cataloging, and analysis. It was a truly amazing 

experience to live in the camp Mary Leakey built and to 

work alongside Masai tribesmen, and to get a hands-on 

understanding of how real archaeological work is done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer 2014 Fieldwork: Alexis Pala 
This summer I completed my second round of fieldwork in Santiago, Chile. My thesis research looks at opportunities offered to adults with intellectual 

disabilities in Spain and in Chile, with a specific interest in how society perceives this population and how people with intellectual disabilities in return feel 

about society. I am trying to better understand the social experience of people with disabilities and why they are often discriminated against and excluded from 

society. This summer I was also able to attend and present at a conference in Vienna, Austria about research on people with intellectual disabilities.  

                               

                                                                                      



                   

                                                                            Summer 2014 Fieldwork: Emma Nalin 

This summer I took part in the restoration of the masonry façade of the oratory of San Carlo (13th Century) as well as the historic and architectural survey of 

the church of San Giovanni Battista and the surrounding urban fabric (12th Century). Both of these projects took place in the town of San Gemini in Umbria, 

Italy, through the San Gemini Preservation Studies program. 

 

                           

http://www.sangeministudies.org/


Carlisia McCord Summer 2014 

Internship at the Fort Davis 

Archaeological Project in Texas 

This summer I had the opportunity 

to work with the field school 

component of Fort Davis 

Archaeological Project.  The project 

is directed by historical 

archaeologist Katrina Eichner and 

geoarchaeologist Erin Rodriguez 

through UC Berkeley.  I spent six 

weeks in Fort Davis, Texas 

excavating in various parts of the 

town learning field methods, lab 

techniques, archaeological 

excavation and survey.  The Fort 

Davis Archaeological Project 

(FODAAP) research focuses on the 

lives of civilians and soldiers in the town after the Civil War (1867-1891).  

The project’s particular interest in the African American Buffalo Soldiers 

and the women of the frontier is what drew my interest. This was my first 

time attending a field school, as well as my first time in Texas.  The 

scenery for our excavations was magnificent.  The large expanses of 

dessert back dropped by beautiful mountains were home to some of the 

first settlers of the American ranching frontier.  Fort Davis has played a 

significant part in American history as a post.  The fort was home to some 

of the first African American men allowed to serve in the United States 

military; the 9th and 10th Calvary and the 24th and 25th Infantry.  These 

men were responsible for protecting the roads between the post from 

raids or attacks by Native Americans, the original settlers of the land.   It 

was interesting learning how the remnants of clothes, dishes, and sparse 

personal narratives left behind gave the team insight into their lives.  

Reading the written records left behind by them, hearing the stories 

handed down by locals, and comparing all of this to the material culture 

we found was fascinating.  For example, I learned how to classify various 

types of pottery and dishware.  Not only in how they were made, but the 

social symbolism attached to each type for the time in which it was used.  

We then learned about the various dish wares found in association with 

the soldiers, and how they were using these things to create community 

and exhibit social status. I’m a hands on learner.  So, being able to 

immediately apply what we learned to our actions in the field was great.  I am proud of the work I did 

this summer.  It will help in the reconstruction of past identities that would otherwise be forgotten 

despite their contributions to creating a nation, and very historic town.  



Summer 2014 Fieldwork: Anne Kuster 

I was in Puebla, Mexico studying the economic empowerment of single 

mothers.  I interviewed a variety of women with a variety of stories, and am 

currently translating and analyzing! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer 2014 Fieldwork: Dominic Bush 

I was a member of Dr. Kuijt's Clic project in Western Ireland. It was an archaeological excavation of a 

19th century house on the abandoned island of Inishark. We were hoping to shed light on the daily life of 

islanders during the late 18th century to the early 20th century.  
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