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ACADEMIC POSITIONS

2020 — present

2020 — present

2013 -2020

2016 — 2025

2014 -2019

2013 -2016

2012 -2013

2007 - 2012
EDUCATION
2007  Joint Ph.D.
2003 M.A.

1996 B.A.

1991  Diploma

Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology,

University of Notre Dame

Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Anthropology,
University of Notre Dame

Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology,

University of Notre Dame

Faculty Fellow, Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies,
University of Notre Dame

Faculty Fellow, Kellogg Institute for International Studies,
University of Notre Dame

Faculty Fellow, Liu Institute for Asia and Asian Studies,
University of Notre Dame

Assistant Professor, Department of Anthropology, Economics and
Political Science, MacEwan University

Robert A. and Catherine L. McKennan Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of
Anthropology, Dartmouth College

Anthropology & Linguistics, with Distinction, University of Chicago
Anthropology, University of Chicago

Linguistics, with Honors, Distinction in Major,

University of California at Santa Barbara

Hispanic Studies, Universidad Complutense, Madrid, Spain

RESEARCH INTERESTS
Semiotics of culture. Politics of communication. Language. Photography. Realism. Ritual. Discourse and
interaction. Primitivism. Indigeneity. Amazonia.

EXTERNAL GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND HONORS

2017-2023

2017
2016-2017
2012

2003
2003
2001

National Science Foundation Senior Research Grant, Cultural Anthropology “Mapping
Linguistic, Cosmological, and Political Dimensions of Place in Riverine Environments”
($234,000)

Visiting Fellow, CRASSH, Wolfson College, Cambridge University (No stipend)
American Council of Learned Societies Fellowship ($35,000)

Christopher Smeall Summer Scholar Fellowship in Anthropological Linguistics, School
for Advanced Research, Santa Fe (Lodging + $1,200)

Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship ($24,000)

Fulbright IIE Fellowship (declined)

National Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship, Honorable Mention

INTERNAL GRANTS, FELLOWSHIPS, AND HONORS

2025
2019/18/17/13
2017
2015
2015

Office of Research Initiation Grant, ND ($10,000)

ISLA International Conference Travel Grant, Notre Dame ($2,000 cach)
ISLA Small Research Grant, Notre Dame ($2,500)

Office of Research Initiation Grant, Notre Dame ($10,000)

Kellogg Institute Faculty Research Grant, Notre Dame ($6,500)
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2014 Henkels Large Conference Grant, ISLA, Notre Dame ($16,000)

2012, 2010, 2008 Goodman Research Grant, Dartmouth College

2006 Starr Lectureship, University of Chicago

2005 Doolittle Harrison Travel Grant, University of Chicago

2004, 2003, & 2002 Tinker Travel Fellowship for Research in Latin America, U of Chicago
2003 Leiffer Pre-Field Travel Fellowship, University of Chicago

2002 & 2001 FLAS Title VI for Portuguese

2001 & 2000 (summer) FLAS Title VI for Portuguese

PUBLICATIONS

Books

2018  Exchanging Words: Language, Ritual, and Relationality in Brazil’s Xingu
Indigenous Park. University of New Mexico Press/School for Advanced Research Press.
nd “The Past is Upriver.” Book manuscript in preparation.

Invited Reviews and Articles

2021  “Linguistic Anthropology, History and Development of.” International Encyclopedia of Linguistic
Anthropology. Wiley Blackwell.

2021  “Opening Up the Indexicality of the Image, Again (a virtual roundtable), with
Christopher Ball, Elizabeth Edwards, Meghanne Barker, Tomas Kolich, W. J. T. Mitchell, Daniel Morgan,
and Constantine V. Nakassis (moderator).” Part I of the special issue “Images,” Semiotic Review 9.

2020  Commentary. “Pyrotechnical Mastery and Humanization: Amazonian Cuisine, Care and Craft in
Evolutionary and Semiotic Perspective,” by Chloe Nahum-Claudel. Current Anthropology, Vol. 61, no.
4:431-432.

2018  Language of Kin Relations and Relationlessness. Annual Review of Anthropology, Vol. 47:47-60.

2016  Symmetry is a Rare Type of Asymmetry: Response to Philippe Descola’s “Transformation Transformed.”
Hau Journal of Ethnographic Theory, Vol. 6(3):53-60.

2012  Boasian Legacies in Linguistic Anthropology: A Centenary Review of 2011. American Anthropologist
115.2: 203-216.

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles

nd “Tantrum, Trance, and Awayness: Visualizing Subjectivity in Mead and Bateson’s Balinese Character.”
Manuscript in preparation.

2023  Tempo Distribuido e Pragmatica do Presente entre os Wauja do Alto Xingu. With Patricia Rodrigues-Niu
(Ball is second author). Boletim do Museu Goeldi.

2017  Let There Be Light: Wauja People and the Practice of Photographic Primitivism in Sebastido Salgado’s
Genesis. Visual Anthropology Review, Vol. 33(1):28-37. Recognized by Wiley as one of the top twenty
most downloaded articles for the journal in 2017-2018.

2017  Realisms and Indexicalities of Photographic Propositions. In Qualia and Ontology, special issue of Signs
and Society, Vol. 5(S1):S154-S177.

2016  Tearful Sojourns and Tribal Wives: Primitivism, Kinship, Suffering, and Salvation on Japanese and British
Reality TV. American Ethnologist. Vol. 43, No. 2:243-257. Co-authored with S. Nozawa, 50% contribution.

2016  And There Was Light: Sebastido Salgado’s Genesis and (Ethno-)Primitivist Realism. Visual Anthropology
Essay, American Anthropologist 118.3:641-645.

2015  Avoidance as Alterity Stance: An Upper Xinguan Affinity Chronotope. In
Kinship Chronotopes, special issue of Anthropological Quarterly. 88.2. 337-372.

2014  On Dicentization. Journal of Linguistic Anthropology. 24.2:151-173.

2012  Stop Loss: Developing Interethnic Relations in Brazil’s Xingu Indigenous Park. In Discourses of Loss in
Amazonia, Special Dossier of Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology 17.3: 413-434.

2011  As Spirits Speak: Interaction in Wauja Exoteric Ritual. Journal de la Société des Américanistes 97(1): 87-
117.

2011  Inalienability in Social Relations: Language, Possession, and Exchange in Amazonia. Language in Society
40(3): 307-341.

2006  Le commerce de la culture, la médecine rituelle et le Coca-cola. Gradhiva 4. Musée du quai Branly, Paris:
97-113. Co-authored with Marcelo Fiorini, 50% contribution.

2004  Repertoires of Registers: Dialect in Japanese Discourse. Language and Communication 24.4: 291-435.
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